














SECTION TWO-NORMAL OPERATIONS-Con, “i 









~:‘, the individual knows 
:I:,‘, that others feel it too 
:: and that his &Fort is 



coll&ive sanitation, carryi& 6ut~ orders iti ger&l,,k&p~ coll&ive sanitation, carryi& 6ut~ orders iti gen&3.l,,r&+ 
tion and pmper discharge of responsibility throughout ,thc tion and pmper discharge of responsibility throughout ,thc 
chain of command, etc. chain of command, etc. There is an inclination for meri ar There is an inclination for meri ar 
well as for some offiters to ‘go native’ in the tropics, to 1e1 well as for some offiters to ‘go native’ in the tropics, to 1e1 
down mentally on material and spiritual valueti, so discipline down mentally on material and spiritual valueti, so discipline 

‘, is especially needed here. Needlm to say I consider an ‘, is especially needed here. Needlm to say I consider an 
‘~, q~ressiue ofiensive spirit always goes hand in hand with ‘~, q~ressiue ofiensive spirit always goes hand in hand with 

‘good discipline.” ‘good discipline.” 

* a~ * a~ 

‘, ‘, Lieutenant Colonel Clifton F. uon Kann, 77th Field &tib Lieutenant Colonel Clifton F. uon Kann, 77th Field &tib 
I I lery, ITALY: “The great stress placed on discipline and the lery, ITALY: “The great stress placed on discipline and the 

chain of command is not an overemphasis and never can be. chain of command is not an overemphasis and never can be. 
,‘: i We have found again and again that the highest standards ,‘: i We have found again and again that the highest standards 

of discipline are absolutely necessaiy in and out of combat. of discipline are absolutely necessaiy in and out of combat. 
In no other way can you be assured that the individual In no other way can you be assured that the individual 
soldier will carw out orders without supervisioxi. and~iri soldier will carry out orders without supervisiqxi, and ~iri 
combat this is essential. combat this is essential. 

The Basis of Good Discipline “One of our problems has The Basis of Good Discipline “One of our problems has 
been to get junior &icers and young NCOY sufficiently hard- been to get junior &icers and young NCOY sufficiently hard- 

,’ boiled to exact from their subordinates a meticulous obedi- boiled to exact from their subordinates a meticulous obedi- 
:,I ence to every order. We must ingrain’ in all ranks, the :,I ence to every order. We must ingrain’ in all ranks, the 
:,’ 1, raalimtion~ that orders are not to be treated as swggestions :,’ 1, raalimtion~ that orders are not to be treated as swggestions 

,but m concrete facts calling for the &xost effort un$they ,but m concrete facts calling for the &xost effort un+l.they 
~‘, ~hiue been carried out. So many people, seem to ~feel that :_‘, ~hiue been carried out. So many people, seem to ~feel that 

~,,: &ers which,are iixonveik~t or unpopular, are~~,to, be’& ~,,: &ers which,are iixonveik~t or unpopular, ari%to, be’& ,,, ,,, 
s:‘, kgarded. .This state of mind is ‘a disease an:d niust,:,@ s:‘, kgarded. .This state of mind is ‘a disease and niust,:,@ 
,_’ +mi~~t~d. On the other hand suck dn eliminatz6n’,pf~~ ,_’ +mi~~t~d. On the other hand suck dn eliminatz6n’,pf~~ 
:;:‘~s~#mes that ~a11 GOr and Staffs take care that the orders :;:‘~s~#mes that ~a11 GOr and Staffs take care that the orders 
:,~‘! they issue are consistent, correct, nhd ccrpable ef be&g :,~‘! they issue are consistent, correct, nhd ccrpable ef be&g 
,,,,~ +wried out.” ,,,,~ +wried out.” 

,,, ,” ,,, ,” 
,,, ,,, 
: : 

‘,,~, ‘,,~, 3 3 



,~, 
~: Master’ Your Job Lieutenarrt Gmernl Walter Kr.ueger:: ;, 
,‘~, “Discipline and the leadership of small units are the things,‘,., 



,, ;, ,, ,,, ,~ ,, ,,, :,:,, 

:.’ duties with the niaintcnancc section in the vicinity of the 
unit ration dump they were attacked by japs who had sure 
+nded them. He grabbed a BAR and advariced on a Jap 
machine &un that was del&ring intense, accurate, and ex- 
t~emely elective fire into the dump. Private Hertz& was 
+bl,e to silence this tiachinegun and then continued to aid 

:’ :aggressively in the defense of the position until reinforce- 
ments arrived.” 

* 

,,, Be Brave Intelligently! Lieutenant Cdonel R. E. O’Brierz, 
‘Caua6ryi Observer With Fifth Army, ITAI.Y: “A prisoner 

,, ‘df war, a German lightamtichine gunner, asked an inter- 
,‘rogator whether An&cans took stimulants to make them 

‘; foolishly brave. When asked to explain what he meant, he 
; stated that he and an assistant gunner were in positions 

with a, good field of fire one afternoon when a group of 
American sold& ‘was observed approaching. He fired 
several short bursts and began preparation to displace to the 
rear when he saw the American soldierS rise to full height 
and start charging toward his position over a hundred yards 
away. He reloaded his gun and opened fire, killing 11 men. 
He then withdrew because he was sure the charee was made 



: COMBAT IN TOWNS 

As major campaigns develop in Western Europe, combat ” 
in towns a~wmes increasing importance. Cities, towns, atid 

“~ villages control the established road nets which must be : 
opened for the movement of the guns, heavy equipment, 
and sufiplies necessary to support the advance of infantry. 

Recently the German defense of CASSINO has illustrated 
the importance of towns in tactical operations. CASSINO ,;, 

,:’ sits astride the road to Kane. Infantry attacks by-passing ‘, 
i,~ the town werr? limited in effectiveness bv our inabilitv to 



Attack of Towns Attack of Towns Captain W. E. Harrison, Parachute In- Captain W. E. Harrison, Parachute In- 
fantry, ITALY: “The theory of attack of a small tbwn or’ fantry, ITALY: “The theory of attack of a small tbwn or’ 
,village is to work groups around the flanks, cut ihe retreat, ,village is to work groups around the flanks, cut ihe retreat, 
and move in with patrols. and move in with patrols. In this hilly country, however, In this hilly country, however, 
we have found that where there is any high ground behind ,’ we have found that where there is any high ground behind ,’ 
the town which dominates both the town and the line of :: the town which dominates both the town and the line of :: 
retreat, the best way is to work the entire .force around the retreat, the best way is to work the entire .force around the 
town under cover, seize the high ground in rear, and’, town under cover, seize the high ground in rear, and’, 
firmly establish ourselves with 60mm rnortan on that dam- firmly establish ourselves with 60mm rnortan on that dam- ~~ ~~ 
inating high ground. We take enough food and ammuni~ inating high ground. We take enough food and ammuni~ ,’ ,’ 
tion with us to last 24 hours, and the Germans usually puli tion with us to last 24 hours, and the Germans usually puli ‘~ ‘~ 
out during this time. From our position we can prevent out during this time. From our position we can prevent 
reinforcement and inflict heavy losses on them during their reinforcement and inflict heavy losses on them during their 
withdrawal. withdrawal. 

“The road through the town or village is always blowi, 
and it can’t be used until the Engineers can get to work.” 







Nurnero us large churches with high dorncs or steeples pro- ‘,’ 
vided snipers and enemy observers with cscellent observa- 

,, tion for several hundred yards down principal streets and 
side streets. 

“It was found necessary to place stationary- obselvers on ,~ 
:,‘,, buildings for sniper protection as the column moved doA ‘., 
; ‘, the streets, since it was impracticable for patrols to parallel, 
i the column along the rooftops. It is advisable, in addition ‘::: 

-;,, “’ 
to patrols down side streets, to send patrols promptly to “:,,’ 

:, . mvestigate church steeples and tall buildings overlooking “, 
,:’ ,,:,,,, the route of march, as these were frequently found, to be 
;s:, ,, ,&cup&d by snipers. It appeared that observers from such 
~~ 

::, 
points would observe troops entering the town so as to call : ~,,‘,c 

_,,:: ‘,, for prearranged f&s when the main’ body of the troops “,, 
::,,, arrived. Such OPs should be destroyed by artillery fire ‘,’ ,: 

before troops enter the ,, 
streets and should be 

Cover your advance 
through towns! 

kept under machine- 
gun fire to neutralize 
snipers until patrols 
can complete their in- 
vestigation. Such-fir- 
ing, kept up during ‘,, 
the inarch into towi, ‘. 



art~llerj fire as tiell”as ‘to allow inve&gation. Ho&vet,~ 
,. troops are hesitant tb do this in the presence of friendly 

civilian crowds. 
“Hostile armored cars and mortars invariably waited on 

,~: the far side of town until the ringing of church bells and 
the chews of the populace indicated the prance of ow 
troom. whereuoon mortars and artillcrv wed the main . 

j streets, injuring civilians and soldiers alike. Main streets 
,’ should bc~avoidcd altogether, except for patrolling, until 

the town has been thoroughly~invcstigated. 
“The greatest problem was the handling of these civi- 

lians, who crowded the streets talking and calling to-the 
soldiers, giving them gifts, and clinging to their arms. 

,: This misled the soldiers into believing,that there was no 
” danger of enemy snipers or shell fire, and made them 
:’ hesitant about firing into buildings suspected of containing 
: mipers. Our troops arc much to6 friendly with the pop”- 

lation and easily distracted from proper precautionary 
measures by this civilian attention. 





,,,,,, 

outskirts were mu& outnosted. Platoon combat crows 





!:: Mission Lieutenant Colonel Earl Taylor, Infantry, Bat- 
:,’ talion Commander, ITALY: “On 11 October my battalion ‘~ 
:” was ordered to make a night march, pass through the 2d 

Battalion (which was then about 3 miles east of the Italian 
town of GUA~DIA, north of the Cn~ons RIVER), and seize : 

:. the high ground in the vicinity of GU~~DIA. We were 
,’ then to continue the advance. 

~ Contqd “As we approached GUARDIA our leading com- 
:‘, pany made contact with the enemy at A. (Se& sketch.) 

It enveloped with one platoon but was stopped by heavy 
machine-gun and direct 88-mm. fire from points, E,, F, 

,i and D, and was unable to advance. I immediately moved 
to the high ground 2M) yards north of A where I could 
observe the enemy position. 

Plan of Maneuver “The enemy had all of the high 
ground to the front, and I could see it would be impossible 
to advance frontally. So I decided to make a double en- ,, 
veloprnent, sending Company I over the hill to the right’ 

,: and Company K on a wide envelopment to the left. Con- 
: ,, tact was to be maintained visually with Company I and by 
,,,~ the 536 radio 1 with Company K. Actually the 536 radio 
:,, did not carry the distance Company K had t0 travel and ,~ 

it was necessary to send a 511 set * later to ma&in con- ‘, 
~’ tact, which was absolutely n+ssary in such ‘a movement. ” ,: 

: Base of Fire “Five tanks were available foi the attack: ’ 
!, Realizing that the far+ could not move down the road to ,, 
~, Gu.uxmn, which was the only tank approach due to t& :‘; 

*A 5&mund “handy-talkie” transmitter-receiver. ,,,, 



; 5; ~~,.~~;mo”ntai~s, and~b;causc, & enc;“v <ad 8$(:-i 

mored cars at F, I decided to emplace the tanks along 
~~, with my eight heavy machine gum and six 81 -mm. mort&rs, 
~, as shown on the sketch, as a base of fire to enable Company L 
,,, to advance frontally on D. 

I: Results “The attack was successful. By order, the tanks 
and other supporting weapons opened fire 5 minutes before 

‘: Company L started its advance. Fifteen prisoners were ,~ 
.: captured and 25 of the enemy killed. Our casualties weie 
;:‘, appro,ximately 10 killed and 15 wounded. 

“The enemy strength as determined. from prisoners was 
:, two rifle companies, each reinforced, one at D ,and one at E, 

supported by tanks, armored cars, and 88s along the road 
,,, at F. These p+oners stated that their force was so corn-~ 

,’ pletely disorganized and demoralized by our volume of fire 
and the scheme of attack that it was impossible for them 

,, to make a counterattack to regain their positions. 

;, ~’ Planning “It took about 2 hours to make plans for this 
; ~ attack, which was very carefullv studied. olanned. and co- 







~‘busly. However, the tendency of traps -is to, wait for 
-+initely located tar& before they will open fire,, v+icl! 
results in allowing very small groups of eriemy, who shift 
position frequently and keep up a demoralizing rate 6f 
machine-gun fire, to cause great delay. 

“The continuous rapid fire delivered by our heavy nia- 
chine guns had a particularly demoralizing effect on tlie 
Germans.” 

COMMENT: The remmka d this btx”alion commrmd** empba*le (he 
importance of bms7cp ce.rerhs fire. The fire power 0, avdbzbble 
weapons In tbia bm~~laz,ce smb.tituted for am mtiilary barrw,s,.but 
Ule principle rern~h the *am*: ,mr*e. win be minimhed by mar- 
bag cla*ly the r‘ulssed fire* cd mailable ~ssa$wlu delivered on m*m 



saved us from huoe kxses. Down to the lowest ariva,te 

The Herd Instinct Major Robert Wil.ron, Observer zoith 
-Ih IXvirion, ITALY : ” Our troops showed .a decided tend- 
eocy to bunch up under fire. This was observed on several 
occasions. One priconcr of war, a Gcrmq forward obserax 
for an 8%mm, battery, was interrogated con&x&g his 
technique of adjustment. It seems he had been tbld that 
American troops congregated when under fire. When he 
saw American troops advancing he was to call for one or 
two rounds in their vicinity and to observe the~arca in 
which they congregated. Fire was then to be shifted to 
this area. This prisoner stated that he had conducted 
very effective fire in this way on several occasions in Italy.” ~ 

* 

German Registered Fires Priunte Fir.rt Class~Doryct, In- 
J+ry,, Srcrr.u: “Our battalion advanced beyond the main 
body and took B high hill position. There we waited for 
reinforc&nents. The enemy-as he often does when’he is 
about to retreat and does not want to haul back his am- 
~munition-threw all of his available ammunition at the “, 
crt!st of the hill. The proper procedure as we learned ._‘I ~ 
later should have been for us to disperse down the side’of, ,, 
dqhill part of the way, which wtiuld,haye preserved 6ur 
position and also would not have presented a ‘pin point’ ’ 
for,,$heir ,artillery. 

“Just at dusk on another occqion air battalion stormed ; :_ 
and took an area. Under cover of darkness, we withdrew. ,. 
During the night the Germans bombed and shelled what ,i 



* 

fanhy Base. of Fire Lieutenant Colonel J. M. Finn, In. 
Battalion Commander, Arrri: “It was found that so long 
as the Japs could keqi IIS. ducking from aimed fire their 
position remained secure. But once the Jap was made to 
keep his head down and the American could get to his feet 
the attack was merely a matter of walking up to the posi- :,, 
tion and tossing in grenades. To make this possible.re- 
quired the coordination of fires down to and including the ~’ 
r&men. It is important that commanders and leaders 
realize this. Otherwise, troops will remain down when 
it is not necessary. 

Teamwork “We would have a ritleman paint out pill- 
boxes using tracer ammunition. Then a 37-mm. gun 
would take them under fire with HE. Oftentimes the pill- 
box crew would attempt to evacuate to a safer place, and 

+ 
I;,!; 

Dried” Lieu-,+ 
t&ant Colonel ‘T. F. B&art, Infantry, Obsermvpith &ift$ ,:,ij 

~: Army, IT&Y: “One night in the,vici+ty of +VEI&INO the”- 
battalion established an outpost line around,the high ground.‘,:! 
,io the northeast of the city. Patrols were ordered up sevei~j j: ; 

,: roads leading out of the city. All company comma$e~, /: 
:~ were informed of the dispositions. ,The patrols w&nt &it: :,: 

‘before the outposts were posted. A few hours later firing,‘;i 







I, Observers on Their Own Lic~rtemni Coloacl R. E. 

::,~ O’Brien, cauazql, Obserucr Wilh Fifth Amy, ITALY: “One 
:; ,, division discovered that the worst thing tbat could happen 
s,,,:, to the artillery plan was for the observers to become separated 

y:;: from the responsible infantry commanders. When this 
,, happened there was always the danger that the observers ,, 

5 : 
would bring fire down on their own troops. 

Orientation and S&q “Generally field artillery bat- 
; :: t&s were fired in, but survey was always completed. Dec- 

::::;, ,,’ lination of instruments was difficult and unsatisfactory be- 

i; came of the ground metal present in the soil of this area. 
,, 

t,~;,~? Fire was conducted satisfactorily from 1: 50,000 scale maps 

~:~ ; when observation was available, the vertical control being 
,~~,~,, largely approximate from this map.” 

:~‘: 
,; .,, NOTES FROM OTHER ARMS , 

Tanks: Keep off the Sky Line! Lieutenant Colonel T. F. 



.ntioircraft: Absence Mekes the Heart Grow Fonder 

,- ., 
&its present, even though their~fire is often ineffective, was 
impressed on me on 5 October 1943, in the vicinity of 
MONTES~RCHIO. After several weeks of almost complete, 
absence of German aircraft, four Jerry planes apptiared over 
this t&n and dive-bombed it, coming in very low. They 
received no AA fire. It was surprising, because almost in- 
<&ably AA units had kept up close to the front-line units. 
There were 60 trucks lined up at SO- to 100-yard intervals 
,along the main highway. The Jerries spotted these trucks 
on the first dive and strafed this colcmn, and bombed the 
town at leisure for about 40 minutes from very low altitude, 
until apparently all their ammunition was gone. In all 
previous air attacks the Jerries had dropped their bombs 
and left promptly under heavy antiaircraft fire. It was evi- 
dent that AA units played their part in keeping enemy planes 
up m the air and on their way.” 

4.2“ Chemical Mortarr: Torget~ Practice Battl< Report, 
-th Chemicbl Battalion, SEGILY: “Early on the morning ‘of ) 
1,l July one platoon, of Cqmpany~ B fired on what was evi- 
dently an Italian reconnaissance patrol of 15 men approach:‘: : 
ing GELA from the north. The fire chased the &+i:, 
from one draw to another and then to a haystack, where one “, 
v$ey fell directly in their, midst. The wickedness of this’,,,: 
mortar’s HE shell ,was therewith duly proved. No furthes ~:y 
movement was observed.” 









::,, 

,,, 

Post the sentries with proper knowledge of the password 
and countersign. 

j;: 

Password and Countersign Lieutenant Colonel T. F. ,i 
Bogart, Obseruer with Fifth A~mzy, ITALY: “Many sen- “,: 
tries were posted without proper knowledge of the use of ‘, 
the password and countersign. For example, the password,, :, 
and countersign one night were Red and River. The ‘1: 
soldier challenged, ‘Who’s there, Red River?’ There were ; i 
several instances also in which the sentry halted a person : 
at such a distance from him that anyone in the vicinity ,,; 
could have heard the challenge and the reply.” 





bat Training for Engineers Commnndiq O&&r, 
Engim& Regiment, ATTU : “Engineers should have a good 
workim-knowledge of combat tactics. nieht oatrolline. out- 

~~~~ ” I ., yl 

‘, ‘post duty, and use of terrain features. Tiis would t&i: 
saved many, of the casualties we suffered and ,would have, 
reduced firing at imaginary enemy movements. Training’: 
&this sort should not be losf sight of in the stress of training 
for. an amphibious operation.” 

Miscellaneous Notes Lieutenant Colonel C. E. Brokaw, 
Ordmce, Observer, ITALY: “I believe that the folio&g 
points should be given more stress during training: 

1. Penetration deeoer into enemv t&tow bv small scout- : 



:;~ Field Artillery, Obseroer with -~th Diuirion, ITALY: 
,, “Seven friendly plants clearly marked with the Allied 
li markings and a wide yellow band around the wings to 
:<:: facilitate identification flew in toward P~ESTUM landing ~,’ 
.~?” strip on Df2 at an altitude of four to five hundred feet 
‘i,, at slow speed. Antiaircraft and small arms were dis- ~~ 
:, ,charged at these planes, which’ even tipped their wings~ 
1::’ tnore clearly to display insignia. One infantryman firing 
? a~rifle was ordered to cease fire and was asked at what he 
,“:: ~was shooting. He replied, ‘Enemy pkuies, can’t you see?’ 
‘;:;, ‘,p&ing to one plane which had crashed just about 100 
;,~I:,’ yards away’ 

,~, 
;j:‘: ,~Hygiene: Any Day Is Saturday Lieutenant Colonel T. F. 
i,::,; :Bogart, Infantry, Observer with Fifth Army, ITAI.Y: “One 
$:I c-j ay m a comparatively quiet area with a mount+ str&o ‘,’ 
~;$,~j:yly about 400 yards away, after 24 hours not & a dozen :~ 
&xtien had taken advantage of the opportunity to b,athe. i’ 
$!~r,C$npany commanders were ordered to haye squad leaders 
2::::march their squixds to the river and supervise bathing, 

!,:;!:,~Diti Breeds Infection “I ‘was ‘informed by a battalion 
~;~~‘:‘,surgeon that over half of the evacuations from his battalion 
‘,-, had been due to infections caused by minor scratches that j ~.;, 



became infected because of lack of cleanliness. There 
appeared to be a general disregard or indifference to clean- 
liness, even when opportunity existed to wash.” 

‘Don’t miss the chance to get a bath! ‘Don’t miss the chance to get a bath! i i 

became infected because of lack of cleanliness. There 
appeared to be a general disregard or indifference to clean- 
liness, even when opportunity existed to wash.” 





BATTALION ATTACK ,,,,,z:,i 

From the island of ATTU a narrow, precipitous tongue’,:~‘~:~ 
of land about eight miles long juts southeast and then due ,/; 
east to CHIR~KOF POINT, eastern extremity of the island. ‘G$ 
SARANA BAY lies to the north and MASS,\CRE BAY to the ,‘~i: 
south. Snnnlv~ VALLEY and M~ssaxr: VALLEY run gen- : ;; 

~I;; 

crally northwest and southeast parallel to the central ridge,,:,,?;; 
,, of the base of this peninsula, but converge about five miles Ed 
,~ ,in from then coast where the central ridge dips to a saddle ~,::$ 
~ ,&led SARANA-MASSACRE PASS. ,I~, ,~‘,S,~J 

,’ For ,a miserable week the, 2d Battalion, -tb Inf+r&:;:%::: 
T;~#f;,’ &d h&j wet,’ Soggy, cold “‘positions -on hi& grayid ,i@g] 
il,’ ‘, upper M+a+z~ ,VALLEY; southwest, of “he @s,, later re,, :,fi,,% 

,,~;;?$j;;j 
,, 

,::,:~~:: ‘tiamed, CLEVEW: PASS, for 24 L,ieutenant Saniuel, ~w.l:;,$ :,$y~j 
‘Clevesy; who died gallantly there: ,,‘: 

On the: right the s+ldle led ,Up to POINT Am& a &~c~l~~~~~ “,_ 
;~ i, rnquntain of, bare rock rising 2,OOO’feet into the :Aleutmnl~?~~ 

mist. On the left wa‘s COLD MOUNTAIN. (See &,fch.);::~j;~ 

,The ‘Japanese held the dominating high, ground; tb&,‘$ 

,:” ‘, w t;jz; 





,. 
“:” ‘I ~ji&&icd c&k often obscured by the heavy mists which”“’ 

enshrouded the mountains. Jap snipers and ohsewers “: ;/ 
worked from the protection of the lower edge of the cloud pi 
layer, pairing devastating fire into the Americans sil- ,>, 
houetted against the wet snow in the valley below. No ,- 
trees or shrubs grew here to furnish concealment; men ‘~:i 
burrowed into the spongy tundra for precarious d&lade. ‘,,) 
%weral determined efforts to clear the flanks of the saddle ,: i 

:’ had been repulsed. Artillery had been brought up, and a “l 
coordinated attack was planned for 19 May 1943. 

At this stage of the .&mu campaign thd companies of’,~I;i 
the battalioti averaged 50 men. ,,~: ‘, :~- 

-AS SEEN BY THE STAFF 

Mission Report of Battalion Commander, 2d Battalion, ” 
-th Infantry, Attu: “This battalion was ordered to attack :,! 
the enemy in the MASSACRE-SARANA PASS, commencing at ~?:: 
0600, 19 May 1943. We were located near the top of the :: 
‘hog back’ in MASSACRE VALLEY, firing northeast into the ;‘, 





,” “‘,’ in:‘minh that the ‘averase strength of the rifles cnmpany’in’~,~~~~ 

the battalion @e day of the attack was 50 men: ,~ :,,:<;: 

Radio Contact “It was planned to: use radio to conta&:;ji 
the CO of the cotipariy %ttacking Potnt A and also to Con*+ 
tact the patrol under Lieutenant Brown on COLD.X~OUNT,~IN.,‘:~~~~~ 

,,&+jio was also to be tied to contact the platooll,a(tacking~~~ 
Point 4: ,., ,,,:, ,.;>* 

The Action “About iOO0, a report came in that th~-fo~&$ 
attacking Point A had been held up by machine-@ $I&!~~ 
mortar fire and was unable to advance. up “&, &is t;“& 

no report had becn~received from the,units attackiilg~points,,~~~~ 
5 and 4, hut shortly thereafter the CO of Company F r&:::f::$ 
ported that these units were observed to be withdrawing froin::~ 
COLD MOUNTAIN. : ,,,,: 

,,, ‘:;; 

“The battalion commander at this poix& 
i( 

Supporting Fire 
decided to attack the positions straight on. The artille& 
laid down a IO-minute concentration on encmy positions oti : I?! 



,, ,,,,,~ 

!!:: This aerial view along generql axis of OUT advance on 
z; ( ,,s:,: Attu (looking northward) shows the type df mountain 

‘: terrain encountered by the Task Force. ;i,,, 
‘,‘, I ,, 
‘.:, 
‘;,; Points 3 and 5. Company E sent one of its platoons to 
‘, attack Point 3, and Company G was ordered to envelop the I 

::,, left flank, secure Point 5, and aid the platoon of Company 
I;, E in its attack &I Point 3. The actual taking of Point 5 by 
::,’ Company G was not accomplished until the following day. 

After taking Point 6, the platoon of Company E was 
(i ordered to continue to Point ‘7, but was ,unable to advance 
‘i;:;~? due to ‘machine-gun fire from’ the draw to their left front. 
1;;:;~ This machine gun was knocked out by a patrol from Corn- 
5;;;; pany F, and Points 5, 7, 8, and 9 were taken with the aid of I 
& :the a,$jacent regiment. This action was completed about 
+2ilo on 19 v ay, and the companies established defensive 
$;,j positions for the night.” 
$::, The ‘attack on the pass was essentially a series of small- 
:;::T, : ,~ . 
;:,:i::I umt actions coordinated ,by an over-all plan. +re as else- 
zc, where the I%+ result depended largely on the fighting 
‘I, :~ ability; initiative, and aggressivetiess of the individual soldier. 
:y,, 
fj,;’ 40 

:),:,, 
‘:,p:, ,,,~ z;‘,;, ;y; :I,~, .~ ,‘~, :, ~~ i,~,~: ;,;;; ~:~ : 



Aerial view of the Atht combat zone 
The enemy wczs into the 

looking south. ,‘: 
driven 

area and 
the pass 

destroyed by 
Chichaqof Harbor,:,:’ 

our forces advancing from~ ‘7 
between Point Able and Cold Mountain. 

In the paragraphs to follow, some of the men nho did the : 
actual fighting describe the action as they saw it. 
In the paragraphs to follow, some of the men nho did the : 
actual fighting describe the action as they saw it. 





“. . 

again. We needed artillery and needed it bad. Every’ti& 
we stuck our noses up,‘a hailstorm of bullets cracked acmes::; 
them. The radio man was trying frantically to ~cbnta& 
anybody iri the valley below us, but the bet remained silent:: 
Several men had crawled arovnd to the left and thre& 
grenades at the Japs near the edge of the table, but the,:,” 
machine guns remained out of range. Our men were driveti : 
back to the cover of the ledge, several with tiounds. Artil- ,:: 
lery, if we only had artillery! We could observe the fire; we’:; 
knew where the guns were. If we could only get some fire ‘, 
we’d walk over the damned mountains. The radio man wasi, 
desperate. He tried the ;et again, but it was silent. In a 
race he threw it down the hill. 





in a little draw until we could grenade the trench above w;~i 
and clean it out. Then they WCR to come on up. Sergeant :: 
Tom Kovick, Private First Class Willia~m Marshall, and I ::i 
started up with Lieutcnsnt Clevesy. We had ~ra&d o$: 
our bellies to within about 25 yards of the trench, when, ST,‘; 
sniper raised up and shot Marshall m the err. : We shof,, 
at ,the sniper, and threw grenades into the trench., We,“:: 
crawled up rapidly then, ready to move in behind ,ou{ :;:, 
grenades and another sniper popped his head up out &a,’ :i 
hole above us. Lieutenant Clevesy fired his carbine, jr&t”:‘! 
as the Jap fired. The Lieutenant toppled over a~little’;~:$ 
bank and lay &II. He was dead. I was just bringing &i$ 
riflr up as the Jap ducked. 

~,,: : 

“Then, from acrms the valley, the, Japs spotted us, and %; 
a 3-J m*,: ,i - they gave US hell. Machine guns, rifles, and 

began pounding the area. ‘, ,; ,,, 
“Finally the intense shelling slowed down and we dashed:,“,: 

Ior the open end of the Jap trench we had grcnaded. The’: 
trench led around the point of the hill. We crawled do&i :; 
the trench and found where the Japs were located w&n ~::; 
we stuck our heads up right in the face of a burst’of:‘:,: 
machine-gun fire. 

“Some men from Company F had come o, 
us. hut we were stvmied. We couldn’t rais 



“After nearly 2 hours of lying in the trench and waiting. ” ._ .,, 
give heard one of the men behind holler, ‘Here Hehman, 
up here.’ Hehman and a ~nan from Company H, -th 

~‘Infantry were crawling along up a little ravine, laying 
wire. They had found a Company H mortar and had a 

,-ljn& right to it. The big fight up on the mountain had 
)st to the too. but the forces across the oass gotten-ah . . 

‘:,were getting hell from the guns below us. 
,,~, “We got the. phone all set and carefully poked a little 
,$a16 in the dirt side of the trench so that one man could 
:%ee the whole Jap positidn below. Then we called the 
:.mortar and the fun started., We w&e only about 100 
‘$rds from where the shells were striking and the ,ground 
“khook. They fired several rounds close and then they 
$X&I to drop right in the position. Finally we called and 
told them we we: re moving in,, and not to fire. 

“The position was a big wheel-like affair, with holes 
all around it. and the wakes were connectine trenches 

raps out and then.brought 





completely off. The 
platoon heard the 

hill. The corhpany’s 
light machine guns 
opened fire on the 
bench as the platoon 
advanced. Scvcral of 
the Japs jmnped out 
and tried to run back 

down! 
but the machine guns 

~, ‘cut them down. Then the whole company moved for- 
:,: ward into ‘the new Jap position and the fighting was 
‘, pretty hot for a while. We accounted for about 50 Japs 
:; there in a few minutes. When I jumped up over the little 

knoll to move up with the company a Jap sniper up on 
: PWVT ABLE shot me in the leg. The bullet went into the 

muscle like a hot needle, up near my crotch. It bled and 
stung but it wasn’t bad enough for me to have to go back. 

,,’ “In the evening the Japs began to retreat over the whole 
‘,‘, right flank of the.pass; everywhere but at the top of PRINT 

It was sometime after 2OOO,,and the Japs were firing 
falling back., 

i:j::: “One heavy machine gun squad out of Company H had 
it up the hill with us and was firing into the Japs. 

;‘i’Robert Greene, the gunner, started the belts through full ,, 
:;,,ygn o&z side,, and they were pulling them out empty pn the 
‘$&her, side and then shoving a ‘ixw one in. The gun &so 
;,,,~ ,hot that we poured canteens of ice water one the mechanism 
:,,’ to cool it off. Lieutenant Tommy Hindman let out a t+fic 
~,~~x&el yell and we took off to assault the last Jap pbsition in 

As we started Corporal Flynn saw a Jap setting 

,, ,‘, 
i::~, :;, ,,,,,, 



‘, up a light m&&e gu”. He opaied up on it and dr6ve 
three c*ew rne1rhers away from the pun. 

‘We lnade it all rieht.’ Co”“& E of the -th Infantrv 
’ lnoved into the center of the pass. My leg was getting stifi. 

and the medic wanted to send me back, but there is some- 
thing about being with the boys lip there where they’re 
fighting their guts out that makes laying in a hospital a 
hell of a thincr. I staved with them. too. until a erenade 

Y , I ., 

shook me up. Then they sent me back.’ 

The. Taking of Point “A” Corporal Anthony Simonic, 
Company C,-th Infantry: “POINT ABLE was rough: It ii 
a big pinnacle of rock that crowns a barren hit1 at the inland 
end o! GILBERT RIDGE, named after Lieutenant Gilbert of 
Company G, who lost his life in a valiant effort to move up 
the coverless slope of POINT AXE. At its foot lies CLEVESY 
PASS. The day before, troops fought through CLEV~SV 
PASS. The Japs holding the Point were isolated, but they 
fought like cornered weasels against Company C on the 
ridge, against Company G moving up from the SARANA side, 
against Conlpany E on the M~ssncn~ side; they had been 
pounded by artillery and mortars; but they hung on. 

“Lieutenant Gilbert’s platoon, whittled down to a single 



,,. ,‘,“‘M;e w;re;lying unde; ;;&;‘;m& :;o&s a&hk,2hi; ,& a >’ 

,:-big bank of snow. Out in the snow w&e several jagged 
c::: boulders, and George Parker be$n to work his way out 
: across the snow to a hig one in the center. We covered him 
:, as he crawled. He seemed to take an hour to get out there 
” about 75 yards, but he said he didn’t think he had been gone 
:: 1,O minutes when he came back. He had tried to get close 
<‘~‘&ugh to se& how many were in the trench. He said he 
~; figured there were about a dozen. Lieutenant Wolczyk sent 
~‘:: back for a mortar. 
‘,’ “It took a long time to get it up to where we were hang- 
,, itig onto the slippery mountain side, but eventually it ar- 
:,I,, rived. They overshot the fint couple of rounds; then they 
,:;’ cut t&e range down to 125 yards and began to drop them 
:~ right in. They dumped six shells right into the Jap tFench. 
: ” “Then Lieutenant Wolczyk hollered, ‘Drop one more in 
I and we’ll assault.’ He began to place us. There were eight 
‘~ Of us in all, me to the left, Parker to the right. Victor Raku- 

son wanted to go to the right and get the Jap who had been 
shooting at him as be coveted Parker. The mortar,crew 
hollered, ‘We’ll drop two, just for luck.’ Lieutenant 
Wolczyk said, ‘Check your bayonets.’ 

“When the second round burst in the trench we jumped, 
;~:‘up and started across the snow. As sw,n as we got to our 
,:’ feet the Japs opened up. The BAR man was doing his b&t 

;:,, 
,,;-t? cover us, but they were throwing everything, mortars, 
,;~:‘:rifler, grenades, machine gun. I’11 never understand how 
,-I~, we got as far as we did. Rakuson,got his sniper, and one 
‘~;, 4t@er; Park& was yelling his head off and had killed two; I 
,+!$t one, I’m sure of and maybc’mother; and little Jose 
.‘,‘, &xwvidez, lvho had come up with the mortar ‘just for the 
~j;;%le: had gotten two:’ I glanced to the right and saw Parker ‘,, 

:,‘; ” ,‘mlding his rifle, like a pistol and shooting, while he pulled 
:: ,the pin on B grenade with his teeth, just like the movies. :,,,, ,_ 
i;, so 

,, 

:ts :i,s; ,,: ;-,i-:,~:,~~~~~~:~;~:~~~~~~~:-:,~,:,~:,,- ,y; ,;,;-,, i, ,,:; ,,,,,: ;>, :, : ,‘,,J ,,;,,,:,; <,,:,,~,,,;,I ;.,, ;;;,:f,;,.; j;lr,<;,,,z;T; :;~,~,,~~-;~‘~~....~~;;,.:-,1,~~,~ _\I ,~ .,.,-,v ,),il _:l;__i,~:.,i,~~:_lliij;,,_,~,,,i,~: ,,,, i,_,, ii*, ,,: .i; ,,i ,,,, _,, ,) 4 \ 



A grenade went off right behind me and a piece of it cut the ,-i 
handle off my shovel. I remember thinking for just a xx- i 
and, ‘May God curse them, my mess kit’s been ruined.’ ;::i 
Somebody hollered, ‘Parker, you’re taking too much time ,‘,C 
with them.’ He replied, ‘I am, like hell. I want to be sure “Y 
they’re dead.’ ,; 

“We got to within 30 yards of the trench, to a row of big’ 1:; 
jagged boulders, and ran into a nest of snipers It WAS, ‘~ i 
fast, desperate work, and it was more trouble than we could ii: 
handle. We felt back. 

“In the dark the following morning at 0300 the Point was :,i; 





,, “~ ,‘:, ,, ,,,, 
,,,,,, ,i,,i:~ ,,,,:,, ,i;~,: ,;,i~;,j,; !, ,,,I ,,,,,, ;::-,w~,,: ,:y _ ~<,,:, :;;,,‘i,_, ,~ ‘,I, ~. ‘: ,~, : ~,;;y:,<~;’ 

L$‘dGlNEER ‘OPERATlO& 

The “Engine& War” in Italy Lieutenanl Colonel F. Q., 
Caodcll, Fie6d Artillery, Observer with VI Cov#s, ITALY:” 
‘Since 20September, the current Italian oIjeration has been: 
&+initely an,‘engineer war.’ All other arms would be hope- 
lessly neutralized without them to build and rebuild roads, 
bridges, and airfields. The Germans are experts at demoti~, 
tion, and in the mountainous country through which the 
Fifth Army is operating all advance must cease until bridges 
are built and roads repaired.” 

Paving The Way Artrllq Report, 45th Diuision, SIC~LV: ; 
“It was the excellent work of the Division engineers that, 
made it possible for the artillery to keep in supporting dir- 
tance of the infantry regiments. One of our battalions wasp, 
to follow an infantry regiment marching on CALT~VUTURO., 
This route was over some very steep mountains following an .: 
old Roman road, now only a mule trout. A company of en@- 
neers did excellent work in making a mad throuough the nwun- 
tains for this battalion.” 





used by units of all sizes from division to squad wx the : 
~, envelopment of one or both Ranks. Resistance was by- 

passed, encircled, and reduced later. 

Automatic Weapons “Long-range supporting fire of au- ,’ 
tomatic weapons could not be used in jungle or coconut 
groves; Automatic weapons advanced with or ciosely in : 
,suppo,rt of assault echelons. Mxhine suns and automatic 
,ri,fIes were set up to cover river crossings before riflemen 1; 
tried to advance. The Browning Automatic Rifle v&S ‘,_ 
found to be invaluable in the attack because of its mobi&;,, : 
and fire poww, and patrols sent out were always reinforced :‘: 
with automatic rifle teams. 

Night Operations “There were no night operations of ~ 
consequence beyond resisting enemy attacks. However, it ,‘~,: 
is believed that under certain circumstances, carefully prei :: 
pared night operations would bc successful and valuable. ‘,, 
Otir cordon defense was highly effective against Japanese’ ” 
night attacks, so effective that it made suicidal all Japanese 
attempts to brcak~ through oiw lines. One hostile night ” ,, 
attack resulted in the death of 90 Japanese with the loss of ‘: 
only 2 of our own men. It is therefore apparent that night ~’ 
attacks against a well-organ&cd enemy are likely to be :,,: 
costly, although the failure of Japanese night operations’in~ Zig 

,, most cases was due t^o their faulty preparation, and to the,,, ‘,; 
,~fact that we were constantly alert against night attack:: ‘:fnY;:?;,: ,: 

:: ,&is cotinection, the hand grenade and the bayonet us&~d:z:,::z< 
‘,, ;~~ ,defensively should be emphaized. Rifle’ fire at highi is,, %/ 
: obv&ly ineffective and ~reveals positions. ,,,,,,: 
‘i,, ,~I 
Y, ; ~,50curity Measurer “Security for advancing &mefit~~,:~,(:~ 
: ‘diiritig,daylight was maintained by patrols and by fhink &d’! tt$ 
~, ‘, advance guards. Distan&s were greatly reduced. For,&-: ~?i 

‘35 ,;:;j 
: ,,,~j 





ling and by routine passage’ of armed troopsl Lines of -j 
communication through jungle areas were secured by”: :~ 
periodic patrols where strong hostile activity was not to be ;,” 

” exwcted. In those cases where hostile activitv was expected : <’ 
I 

it was~nec~essarv to establish stromr fixed guards in Y “~ ~~~ / foxholes ,:, 
along the trail. Carriers were invariably furnished with ,,: 

” armed guards in the proportion of about 1 to 10 when, ‘,: 
carrying through iungle forward areas. ~Thesc PU: _ . _, ards were, ‘:; 
usually detailed for this purpose from regimental reseive, ‘$ 
units. such as the antitank conmanv. 

I I 
Additionnl security ,:t 

was provided by patrols which combed the arez LS on the ~:;::j 
,” flanks of the line of communications. 

/, ‘vent sur-” ‘~,; ‘These security measures were sufficient to pre 
~’ prises during any stage of the combat. 

.,, 

,A,! 
Patrol Reports “In general the distance covered by pa+ ~‘-‘: 
trols was much less than that expected of them. The diffi-~, ::; 

Be conservative in evaluating reports from patrols! 





‘jun& terrain, difficulty of ammunition supply due to poor 
roads and lack of transportation, and lack of communica- Y 
tions., In spite of these handicaps the divisidn artillery ‘1: 
gave very excellent and timely support. ~>,; 

,:“’ 
Liaison and Observation “Both a liaison officer and one : :- 
or more forward ohservers from the direct support of artil- ,‘i:: 
lery w&e used with each infantry battalion and w&e found’ ‘: ,:z!, 

‘: to ,be essential to good .results. Forward observers were ‘::;!: 
~pushed Well into the front lines and maintained continuous .~!;I 
contact with both front lines and the liaisoo officer. Be- ,‘,: 
cause of the fact that the Japanese used only the jungle ~,;:; 
and reverse slopes for positions, little, encmy activity was “!: 
ever picked up by forward observers. Some adjustments. ~2; 
were made by ae+l observation. More would have been ,,: ,:: 
done had planes been available. 

,,,:‘: 
~~,I 

Control “The artillery was kept under centralized con-~ : 
,trol since the division fought as one team, not as se&~: 





;istance holding up the advance. In most operations of this 
type from three to six tanks were employed with each 
Infantry battalion. It was found that in dense jungle no 
‘more than three tanks could be successfully controlled at 
one time, and maneuver was almost impossible due tq close 
country and lack of communications. The action was very 
slow, the tanks running for the most part in first gear and 
advancina only from 25 to 75 yards at a time. 



f&try commander followed the ttik comm&d& closeid ;; 
that direct communication could be effected, either ,b 
of the walkie-talkie radio 0r by passing messages through,the 
rear pistol port of the tanks. 

., ::,,, 
Application of Fire Power “Supporting artill+y Andy’ 

~. ,,;,, mortar fire were found advantageous for cleziring ‘fields ,bf 
:,’ fire and disclosing enemy positions for the tanks to attack. 

In addition, the fire power of the tanks was used advanta- 
,,!{, geously for the same purposes, canister being employed to ,’ 

clear fields of fire. 37-mm. HE shell was used most oft&; 
,:,:, However, 37-mm. armor-piercing ammunition was used to: 

knock holes in Japanese bunkers after which high explosive 
‘~ : shell was fired throbgh these holes, exploding on the interior 

of the position. 

Jap Magnetic Mines “On several occasions, when close ‘: 
infantry support .had not been effected, the Japanese were 
able to ~llace ma.gnetic mines or wznades arrainst the sides ., 
of the tanks, causing some damage but no casualties. It’ 

,,, war found that ~anzm or neutral materials applied on the ,’ 
_” tanks &de the magnetic mines slide off. 

‘:, ,, Slow Work “Many of the tanks becnme incapacitated :, 
due t0 the fact that the going was so slow. Engines had to :, 

tag’ be tin for long intervals in low gear which overheated them, ,: : 



tanks ‘to advance to the tine of departure. In many Cases it 
was found that the most-unlikelv route to the lauanese wsi- 

“I 1 

tions’was tbr better one, due to the location in which the, JW 
placl cd their pillboxes and bunkers. 

wed WAars” “Wherever possible, tanks should be emplt, 
in mass, as in lightly wooded &IS. In this country,,,horv- 
ever, it will seldom be practicable to employ more than a 
company at me time. Two or preferably three shouh 1 be 
the minimum number of tanks used in any attack, s ince 
It is’ necessary for them to furnish each other, mutual 
support ,against enemy infant+.” 





Diffkullies Encountsired Informal Report XIV Cwps, ,‘~ 
SOLO>I”N ISLANDS : “The air .su~~ort of wound trooos oti ,~ 

.I ” 

Gwxdalcanal was an improvised affair. Its tiffectivenes s 
,~vas in it large measure due to the most cooperative spirit : 
of the ‘air units. Much more could have been done if “: 

‘, BIT ground-support personnel and equipment had beexi : 
” available. Use of combat aviation was limited by the qa- ,” i ,,,: 

ture of the terrain and bv the extreme difficultv of deter-, “’ 



SUP&+ AND EVACUATION 

Supply in the Jungle Ix/ounnl Report XIV Cmyw, 
SOLOMON ISLANDS: “Most of the combat areas we,+ ,,t- 
terly devoid of roads and impassable for motor vehicles. 
Although motor and jeep trails were pushed behind advan& 
ing troops as rapidly as possible, in almost every case the 
last mile to five miles of the supply advance had to be made ‘, 

-,by hand carrying. 

WOter Supply “Constant reconnaissance was made, for :’ 
water supply along the routes of adv&ce. Despite :x&, >,!; 
water was the most critical item of supply to front-line t&q& ; : 
throughout the campaign, and had a definite relation tom the ” :, 
progress of any offensive action. It was supplied to front-line ;1 
troops in Sgallon cans carried by hand from the nearest : 
supply point or water tank, or from the head ,qf the nearest : 

Always be on th& lookout for qood water! 











,‘;‘or three miles to expedite 

:+und Power Phones 
‘:,found to be the best ty, 
“light in weight, and there 
+way the position of the 

,&uipmcnt it is the least 

“The sound power phone w: as 
x for forward observers. It is ,, 
is no ringing mech$mism to give 
observer at night. Also, of all: 
affected by dampness 

~ the location of breaks 




